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The California Firearm Violence Research Center at UC Davis (CA FVRC) is the first state-
funded center for firearm violence research, created to address gaps in knowledge on
firearm violence and its prevention in California and nationwide.

The Center’s mission is to conduct basic, translational, and transformative research that
provides sound scientific evidence on the nature, causes, consequences and prevention
of firearm violence; to disseminate that evidence and promote the adoption of evidence-
based firearm violence prevention measures; and to expand and extend such efforts
through education and training in firearm violence research and its applications.

CA FVRC was established in 2017 by the California Firearm Violence Research Act
(Section 14231 of the California Penal Code), which mandates that CA FVRC conducts
interdisciplinary work to address:

1. The nature of firearm violence, including individual and societal determinants of
risk for involvement in firearm violence, whether as a victim or a perpetrator;

2. The individual, community, and societal consequences of firearm violence; and

3. Prevention and treatment of firearm violence at the individual, community, and
societal levels.

CA FVRC is a branch of the UC Davis Centers for Violence Prevention (CVP), which also
houses the longstanding UC Davis Violence Prevention Research Program (VPRP). Core
investigators are shared across CVP and have a variety of backgrounds related to
firearms and firearm policy, including medicine, epidemiology, statistics and biostatistics,
criminology, law, economics, and policy studies.

In addition to rigorous research on firearm violence, CA FVRC is dedicated to its role in
public dissemination of research findings, policy development, and training of new
investigators in the field of firearm violence. It also supports non-CA FVRC investigators
conducting firearm violence research through its small grants program.

Firearm Violence Research
CA FVRC research projects fall within one of six domains:

Initial or foundational research to guide future prevention efforts
Evaluation of existing and potential policies and programs
Assessment of other approaches to firearm violence prevention
Exploration of important specific questions

Research that explores new frontiers

Research that advances the science of violence prevention

QNG ERENIES



Our initial research included: basic epidemiologic studies on firearm violence in
California; a cross-sectional survey research project to address the critical need for
more—and more sophisticated—data and scientific research on firearm violence to
inform policy and prevention strategies in California; and policy studies on the
effectiveness of background checks, implementation and effectiveness of gun violence
restraining orders, and effectiveness of community violence interventions. These studies
continue today.

We also evolved new areas of study as the need arose. In March of 2020, when the
COVID-19 pandemic altered our way of life, we pivoted to conduct research on violence
during the pandemic and developed novel methods of threat assessment. Two years
later, political unrest led us to conduct survey research on political violence. We continue
to anticipate and respond to changing circumstances and new challenges.

Dissemination of Research Findings

We disseminate our research to both public and academic audiences, as well as to
policymakers and other key stakeholders. We publish scholarly articles and editorials,
share research at professional conferences, and present in public webinars, briefings,
and other events.

Through CVP, we have an active online presence via our website, monthly newsletter,
and multiple social media platforms.

We respond to an extensive number of media requests for interviews and use these
opportunities to promote awareness of research on violence in the public media.

Policy Development

Informing policymakers is a cornerstone of our work. We brief policymakers on the most
recent research and seek to translate results of research into policies and programs for
violence prevention.

Locally, we collaborate with county governments on the design, implementation, and
evaluation of violence prevention measures. CA FVRC investigators serve on local
commissions and advisory groups to help guide local policy decisions with research.

At the state level, we provide technical assistance and briefings to the Office of the
Governor, state legislators, and state agencies, helping them to identify, implement, and
evaluate innovative firearm violence prevention policies and programs.

Beyond California, our research has garnered attention from both the White House and
Congress, and our faculty have been invited to brief Office of Domestic Policy staff and
the House of Representatives Gun Violence Task Force.

CALIFORNIA FIREARM
VIOLENCE RESEARCH CENTER 2



Training

The pool of junior and senior investigators of firearm violence is disproportionately small
when compared with those of other public health burdens. CA FVRC has a unique
opportunity to engage the next generation of firearm violence researchers and experts.

To help ensure a long-term and successful effort to understand and prevent firearm
violence, CA FVRC recruits and provides specialized training opportunities for new
researchers, including experienced investigators in related fields who are beginning
work on firearm violence and early career investigators who have completed their
education.

We also offer 2-year postdoctoral fellowships to qualified scholars and support graduate
and undergraduate researchers from multiple universities.

Grants Programs

In addition to training new investigators in firearm violence research, CA FVRC seeks to
enlarge the pool of researchers of firearm violence through its small grants program.

CA FVRC awarded its first three rounds of funding in 2019, 2020, and 2024 to support
rigorous and equitable research on the causes, consequences, and prevention of
violence and evaluations of policies and interventions that expand the evidence about
what contributes to preventing violence and improving safety and equity outcomes.

Funded projects range in size and scope, with small grants in support of work to be
conducted over one year and longer-term projects with awards of up to $100,000.

All research funds are awarded based on scientific merit as determined by an open,
competitive peer review process that assures objectivity, consistency, and high quality.
CA FVRC investigators are not eligible to apply.
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